
CJUS 4901-002: Sr. Sem. Criminal Justice and Public Policy 

Course Syllabus 

 

Instructor: Dr. Mark Saber  

Term: Fall 2016 

Class meeting: T/R 9:30am – 10:50am 

Classroom: Radio, TV, Film & Performing Arts Building (RTFP) 135 

 

Instructor’s Contact Information 

 

Email (preferred) Mark.Saber@unt.edu 

Office Phone   940-565-4593 

Office Location  Chilton 273G 

Office Hours   T/R 8:00am – 9:00am by appointment   

 

 

 

Required readings 

 

Walker, S. (2014). Sense and nonsense about crime, drugs, and communities (8th ed.). 

Wadsworth Publishing 

 

Additional readings may be discussed/assigned during class and may require a visit to the 

university library. 

 

Course Description 

The examination of the problems and issues involved in forming and implementing 

criminal justice policy in the United States. This course represents the student’s final 

capstone experience. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

After completion of this course, students will be able to: 

o Demonstrate an awareness of fundamental areas of the various components of the criminal 

justice system and their interrelationships. 

o Gain knowledge of research and theories that are relevant to understanding crime and deviant 

behavior in the 21st Century. 

o Develop critical thinking skills by exploring and testing ideas presented in journal articles. 

o Demonstrate the capacity to conduct research on critical issues within the criminal justice 

arena. 

 

Method of Evaluation 

 

Paper:  Topics must be approved by the instructor.  Students will write, a maximum 8 pages 

(not including title page or reference list), paper concerning a policy in use by the criminal 

system.  This assignment is worth 40% of your overall grade.  You will introduce the policy, 

show the current literature on the policy, identify the theories used to support the policy, and 



determine if the policy is “working”.  Finally, you will recommend changes to the policy to 

improve the criminal justice system and possible outcomes resulting from the changes you 

recommend. 

 

Article Review:  Students will write four scholarly article reviews worth, in total, 40% of your 

overall grade.  These summaries will be based on a scholarly journal article selected by the 

student (preferably from the last 5 years).  Summaries will be at most three pages (typed, 12 

Font, Times New Roman, Double Spaced, Justified Margins) and the student will attach the first 

page (title page with abstract) of the scholarly article.  Each summary will; summarize the 

research and offer ways to improve the research and the policy/program being evaluated.  

Additional instructions will be provided in class. 

 

In-class Assignments:  There will be numerous in-class assignments worth 20% of your grade.  

You must be in class to receive credit.  These assignments cannot be made-up. 

 

Paper    40% 

Article Summaries   40% 

In-Class Assignments  20% 

Total             100% 

     

Course grades will be calculated using the following scale:  

A 90-100% 

B 80-89% 

C 70-79% 

D 60-69% 

F 59% or Below 

 

*There are two extra credit opportunities.  Both will be exams based on material covered in 

class, the text, and additional readings provided in class/posted in Blackboard.  Both 

opportunities will be taken via Blackboard.  The extra credit mid-term and extra credit final will 

be worth 5% each for a total of 10% of extra credit.  These are the only extra credit offered in 

this course.  Taking the extra credit tests will not harm your grade. No individual extra credit 

will be given.       

 

**Grade related questions or concerns must be addressed within 1 week of the grade being 

posted to Blackboard.  

 

** Grades are not automatically rounded, this is based on student performance throughout the 

semester.  Rounding will not occur in all cases. 

 

Makeup policy  

Make-ups are only considered with a documented University excused absence, if the student 

contacts the instructor one week prior to the due date of the assignment.  In-class assignments 

and extra-credit cannot be made-up.    

 

 



 

 

Attendance Policy 

Students should attend class every day having completed and being prepared to discuss the 

readings for that week.  If a student must miss a class, they should discuss the missed materials 

with a classmate, as the instructor will not repeat information covered in class due to absence.  

 

Students that have fallen behind, are failing and/or choose to not complete the coursework for the 

semester are responsible for officially withdrawing themselves from the course; failure to do so 

will result in a performance grade of "F". Last day to withdraw with a grade of “W” is October 7, 

2016. 

 

Classroom Policies 

Students are expected to arrive to class on time and be attentive/engaged during class lectures 

and discussions.  The classroom is a place to express ideas, opinions, and engage in thoughtful 

discussions.  Students will respect the views and opinions of others at all times or will be asked 

to leave the classroom.  Additionally, disruptive behaviors such as arriving late, having a 

conversation while someone else is talking, profanity, sleeping, text messaging, using 

laptops/tablets for anything other than course related activities, cell phones going off during 

class, etc. are not acceptable.  Students repeatedly engaging in any of these behaviors may be 

asked to leave the classroom. 

 

Additional policies: 

Recording devices are not allowed in the classroom unless specifically approved by the 

instructor.  Tobacco products of any kind (including e-cigs) are not allowed in the classroom.   

Cell phones, pagers, or any other electronic device that makes noise should be turned off before 

class. 

Due to liability concerns and the content of course discussions, children are not permitted in the 

classroom at any time. 

Laptops and similar devices can be used during class as long as they are used for taking notes 

and/or other related classroom functions.  If used for surfing the web, instant messaging, sending 

emails or otherwise, they will not be allowed in the classroom.   

 

Also, to ensure that you receive timely course related correspondence, make sure your official 

email address at UNT is forwarded to your preferred email address.  

 

Academic integrity 

Standards of academic integrity are expected with regard to any course related work or 

submission.  Students should consult the UNT website for questions, guidelines, appeals, and 

other information related to these policies: 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf 

 

Academic violation of UNT policy consists of the following: 

 

A. Cheating. The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not 

limited to: 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf


1. use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other assessments; 

2. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing 

papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments; 

3. acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belonging to a 

faculty or staff member of the University; 

4. dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to a different 

class without express permission from the instructor; 

5. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment. 

 

B. Plagiarism. Use of another’s thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic 

exercise, regardless of the student’s intent, including but not limited to: 

1. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 

unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation. 

2. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or 

by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials. 

 

C. Forgery. Altering a score, grade or official academic university record or forging the signature 

of an instructor or other student. 

 

D. Fabrication. Falsifying or inventing any information, data or research as part of an academic 

exercise. 

 

E. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Helping or assisting another in the commission of 

academic dishonesty. 

 

F. Sabotage. Acting to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the 

academic work of others. 

 

Any violation of academic integrity will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  At a minimum, the 

student will receive a zero on the assignment in question, but more serious academic violations 

may be subject to the assignment of a failing grade for the course.  Please do not hesitate to the 

contact the instructor with questions related to citations or other academic integrity concerns.  

 

Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) 

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized 

classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, 

providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the 

feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE 

to be an important part of your participation in this class.  

ADA Statement and Disabled Student Policy 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 

disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 

Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 

you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 

regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 

however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 



semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 

accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 

implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 

Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 

940.565.4323. 

 

Course Calendar and Topics 

Dates, topics, and exams are listed below. Students are responsible for keeping up with the 

schedule, any schedule changes as well as the assigned readings as we progress through the 

course. This is a tentative schedule and the instructor reserves the right to modify any part of the 

schedule at any time throughout the semester.   

 

 Dates Topic 

Week 1 

 

Aug 30 Introduction, syllabus 

How to look-up a Scholarly Article  

Sept 1 Chapter 1: Crime and Policy: A Complex Problem 

Week 2 

 

Sept 6 Chapter 1: Crime and Policy: A Complex Problem 

 Sept 8 Chapter 2: Models of Criminal Justice  

Week 3 
Sept 13 Chapter 2: Models of Criminal Justice  

Chapter 3: The Going Rate 

 
Sept 15 Chapter 3: The Going Rate  

Chapter 4: The Prediction Problem 

Week 4 Sept 20 Chapter 4: The Prediction Problem 

 Sept 22 Article Review 1  

Week 5 Sept 27 Chapter 5: Unleash the Cops 

 
Sept 29 Chapter 5: Unleash the Cops 

Chapter 6: Deter the Criminals 

Week 6 Oct 4 Chapter 6: Deter the Criminals 

 Oct 6 Chapter 7: Lock ‘Em Up 

Week 7 Oct 11 Chapter 7: Lock ‘Em Up 

 Oct 13 Chapter 6: Deter the Criminals  

Week 8 Oct 18 Extra Credit Midterm – via Blackboard  

 Oct 20 Article Review 2  

Week 9 
Oct 25 Chapter 7: Lock ‘Em Up  

Chapter 8: Close the Loopholes 

 
Oct 27 Chapter 8: Close the Loopholes  

Chapter 9: Protect Crime Victims 

Week 10 Nov 1 Chapter 10: Control Gun Crimes 

 Nov 3 Chapter 10: Control Gun Crimes 

Week 11 Nov 8 Chapter 11: Treat ‘Em 

 Nov 10 Article Review 3 

Week 12 Nov 15 Chapter 12: Gain Compliance with the Law  

 Nov 17 Chapter 12: Gain Compliance with the Law  

Week 13 Nov 22 Thanksgiving - no-class  

http://www.unt.edu/oda


 Nov 24 Thanksgiving University closed – no class 

Week 14 Nov 29 Chapter 13: Sense and Nonsense About Drugs  

 

Dec 1 Article Review 4 

Chapter 13: Sense and Nonsense About Drugs  

Chapter 14: Crime and Community: Putting It All Together 

Week 15 Dec 6 Library Day – Work on Paper 

 Dec 8 Paper Due – Hardcopy only  

Week 16 
Dec  

10 - 15 

Final Week  

Extra Credit Final – via Blackboard  

** These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the Professor.** 


